17 18 2 ABTRACT 19 20
triplicate 0.5 g samples from each specific tissue were digested in 6 ml HNO3, 0.5 ml 160 HF and 1 ml H2O2. Ca, Mg, K, P, Na and Zn concentrations in the digests were 161 measured by inductively coupled plasma (ICP) spectroscopy (ARL-Fison 3410, USA). concentration in plants grown at both NaCl concentrations. However, plants exposed to 188 saline conditions maintained higher CO2 assimilation rates at both increased 189 concentrations of Zn than their non-saline counterparts ( Fig. 2A ). Very similar trends 190 were recorded for stomatal conductance (gs) but salinity did not significantly affect the 
198
Chlorophyll fluorescence parameters were also affected by the combination of Zn 199 and salinity treatments. Fv/Fm values, both at dawn and midday, tended to decrease with 200 increasing Zn concentration in plants grown in non-saline conditions. However, in 201 plants exposed to salinity, this effect was less marked and only evident at the highest Zn 202 concentration treatment (Table 1 ,GLMMd and Pd: salinity x Zn, p < 0.05; Fig. 3A, B ). ΦPSII 203 values at dawn and at midday followed a similar pattern to those of Fv/Fm (GLMMd: Different letters indicate means that are significantly different from each other Treatments Tiller concentration Zn (mM) NaCl (mM) Zn (mg Kg -1 ) Na (mg g -1 ) K (mg g -1 ) Mg (mg g -1 ) Ca (mg g -1 ) P (mg g -1 ) Mn (mg Kg -1 ) 0 0 32.3 ± 0.5 a 0.97 ± 0.1 a 29.9 ± 0.1 a 3.54 ± 0.3 a 5.89 ± 0. 36.9 ± 0.6 a 7.75 ± 0.5 d 28.9 ± 0.5 a 3.31 ± 0.3 a 4.20 ± 0.2 c 2.89 ± 0.5 a 32.7 ± 0.2 a 30 85 248.5 ± 0.5 d 6.96 ± 0.1 e 29.7 ± 0.2 a 3.06 ± 0. 
